
          On May 12 Archbishop Vigneron released a letter on the resumption 
of public Masses.  With this letter and further guidance provided to his 
pastors, Sacred Heart Church will reopen on Friday, May 29th at the 
9:00am Mass.  The following is directions on how Mass will be conducted at 
Sacred Heart Church.  Please keep in mind many of these rules may be 
seen as an inconvenience, but safety of our parishioners and those serving 
is our primary objective.   

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses will be on Saturday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 10:00am. 
Weekday Masses will be on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9:00am. 
We will revisit this schedule based on how things are going and attendance 
levels in the coming months.  Our major concern is parishioners’ safety and 
proper cleaning of all surfaces.  This is why we are doing only one Mass on 
Saturday and one on Sunday. 

Entering the Church 
The Main entrance doors of the Church will open 30 minutes prior to the 
beginning of Mass. The only entrance will be through the main entrance of 
the Church (north entrance) where the doors will propped open. The 
Church door by the Adoration Chapel will remained locked. 

All participants at Mass should WASH their hands thoroughly prior to 
coming to Mass.  

You should not come to Mass if you are exhibiting any of the following 
symptoms (coughing, shortness of breath, breathing difficulty, fever or 
feeling feverish, body aches, chills, muscle pain, headaches, sore throat, and 
loss of taste or smell) 

To enter the Church you must be wearing a MASK over your nose and 
mouth.  The MASK should remain in place from exiting your car until you 
leave church and get back into your vehicle.  In other words, nobody in 
Church or in the parking lot should be without a MASK. 

Once in the Church, you will be asked to proceed to the front of the Church 
and follow the usher’s direction on where to sit.  We know some people have 



“regular” seats, but please work with us to maximize both safety and the 
amount of people we can get into the Church.  Please follow the usher’s 
direction.  This will make things go much smoother.  So once again, please 
move to front and ushers will direct you where to sit, to maintain the 6 foot 
required safety separation.  Families can sit together but those around 
them will need to keep their 6 foot safety precaution. Once the Church is 
filled. the doors will be shut and no one will be able to enter.  There will be 
no standing in aisles or anywhere else.  We must maintain the 6 foot safety 
precaution.    

Please. do not congregate in the gathering space, we need everyone to be 
seated to ensure the process works smoothly.  Also. when entering the 
Church. please maintain the 6 foot separation between non-family 
members. 

Once the church has reached maximum capacity. the doors will be shut and 
people can watch Mass on any of the livestream videos available online.   

Celebrating Mass 
To help maintain safety for the presider we will not have altar servers. 
There will be only 1 lector at each Mass.  
Singing will be minimized to prevent the potential spread of the virus.  
There will be no choir. 

The sign of peace will be omitted 

  
Communion Process 

Please follow the ushers directions - they will direct communicants in 
coming forward.  Please maintain a 6 foot separation between you and the 
other person in line. 
We will have 2 or 3 Eucharistic Minsters upfront. 
You are to leave your mask in place as you approach the Eucharistic 
Minister 
The Eucharist will only be distributed into your hand. 
When the Eucharistic minister presents you the body of Christ, you ar to 
say “Amen” and extend your hands in a cup shape.  The Eucharist will be 



gently dropped into your cupped hands.  You will then walk to the side (at 
least 6 feet) from the Eucharistic Minister and then pick up your mask and 
consume the Eucharist and then return the mask to cover your nose and 
mouth as return to your seat.  
Do not wear gloves to receive the Eucharist 
At this time, you will not be permitted to use a pyx at Mass.  If you need to 
take communion to someone who can’t attend Mass, please discuss with 
Father Cavellier.  There will be no precious blood distributed 

Mass Dismissal Procedures 

When the Mass is completed and Father processes to the rear of the 
Church, the ushers will begin the dismissal process.  They will begin 
dismissing from the rear of Church and guide the people from their seats 
out the open doors.   Out of respect and courtesy for all attending, you are 
not to leave Mass prior to the ushers directions. Please keep a 6 foot 
distance between yourself and the people in front of you.  Do not stop to 
talk in the gathering space or outside the doors.  Please allow everyone to 
leave in an orderly manner, maintaining 6 foot distance between you and 
other parishioners.   

Other Pertinent and Safety issues 

The ushers will not take up a collection during Mass but we do need your 
support.  There will be a basket when you enter to deposit your offering.  
You can also mail your offering to the office or do an electronic offering by 
going to AOD.org.  Directions to do electronic offering are on our website. 

We will be able to sit approximately 100 to 125 people for Mass.  Once 
capacity is met, the doors will be shut. 

Bulletins will be available at the back of Church on tables by the door when 
you leave.  Bulletins are also available online on our website 
esacredheart.org.  If you are not attending Mass, and are regularly 
supporting our church, please let us know if you would like to receive a 
bulletin by US mail. 



All missals, hymnals we be removed from the pews and the drinking 
fountains are shut down and covered 

We require several ushers to serve at each Masses.  Please contact Michael 
Merlo at 248-852-4170 x12 or email sacredheartauburnhills@gmail.com if 
you can assist. 

Archbishop Vigneron has extended the dispensation for Sunday Mass 
obligation.  So please, if you are a risk or older than 65 do not feel obligated 
to attend Mass.  You may want to consider coming to a weekday Mass that 
will lower attendance. 

The office will be open beginning June 1st on Mondays and Tuesdays from 
10:00am to 2:00pm.  If you need to contact the parish staff please call. We 
will continue to answer our phones numerous times a day and will call you 
back within 24 hours. 

        This is a learning experience for all of us.  Please, be patient and 
follow directions.  Our main concern is for everyone’s health and safety so 
we may error on the side of caution. Please cooperate and work with us to 
make this the safest environment that we can achieve. 

Keep safe - Keep praying 

Fr. Richard Cavellier
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